
Atlantic School of Discipleship 

Caring for Each Other in Community- The Ministry of Pastoral Care 

Welcome to the 1st module of the Atlantic School of Discipleship. My name is Susan 

MacAlpine-Gillis, and I currently serve as the Academic Dean at AST. I was ordained in the 

United Church of Canada in 1985 and served in full time congregational ministry for 31 

years before transitioning to a teaching position at AST. I served in Cole Harbour for 26 

yea rs and throughout that time had the privilege of working with a pastoral ca re team. 

Together, we engaged in a ministry of caring for each other in community. 

It is my pleasure to be with you for 2 evenings in September

In our time together on September 9th
, I hope to cover some of the basics of Caring for 

Each other in Community by exploring 5 well-known questions. 

• Why do we do what we do?

• What does it look like?

• Where do we do offer it?

• When do we do offer it?

• How do we do it?

On September 23rd we will have unstructured time to explore your questions and 

together we will look for answers. 

In preparation for our time together I have gathered a few resources. 

• Chapter 2 from A Primer in Pastoral Care by Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner, "The

Grammar of Care: Pointers and Precepts"

• Chapter 4 from Exploring Practices of Ministry by Pamela Cooper-White and

Michael Cooper- White, "Companions in Healing: Practices of Pastoral Care"

• A series of short resources collected over the years that may provide helpful tips as

you seek to become more confident in Christian care giving.

The ministry of Pastoral Care, the call to look after each other in community is central to 

the Gospel. It is a primary aspect of Discipleship. Remember the old campfire song­

"They will know we are Christians by our love, by our love, yes they will know we are 

Christians by our love." In advance of our time together please read Luke 10:25-37, the 

Parable of the Good Samaritan. This is an example of love in action. 

Blessings as you prepare for our time together in December 

t:filM.ri 


































































